it agrees with line 52, there are more than 2 free carpels (line 53),
the leaves are without stipules (line 54), it leaves oiily the choice
between Trollius and Ranunculus, and iits the description of the
latter, and should be compared with figures 258-265,

After a little practice the beginner will probably soon begin to
recognise related plants or famines of (lowering plants. In the
case of the Rose family, for example, called Rosaceae after the ,
genus Rosa, it will be observed (figures 203-211) that the female
part or ovary of the Hower is usually described as being composed
of free carpels, which When ripe contain the seeds. The fact
that the carpels are free from one another, associated with other
features, is therefore one, but only one, of the spotting characters
by which the Rose family qiay be recognised.

Again, it will be very noticeable on looking over figures 324-
345 that the apparently single flower is in reality an aggregation of
lowers into a head or capitulum. And with a few exceptions it
will be found that most plants with a similar head of flowers
belong to the Daisy family, Composite, and we soon learn to
recognise that-family, especially if we have also seen'that the
anthers are joined together around the style.

Some flowers are hardly recognisable as such because they are
very small and have no petals. These are often crowded together
into a catkin, which, like the head of the C&mpositae, is a par-
ticular kind of inflorescence. Most people know at least one
kind of inflorescence, a spike, which suggests at once a stiff, dense
collection of flowers-

The notes accompanying the drawings are confined to a short,
general, and very simple description of (ho usual form of the
species as it is met with in a wild state, and little or no mention
is made of varieties or forms which occur in some cases. Variation
in the colour of the flowers, however, is usually noted, In
Addition, room has been found for a few facts relating to the
biology of the flower, particularly regarding pollination in
examples which seem sufficiently obvious to the observer. Tho
pollination of flowers is a subject 9f groat importance to the bee-
keeper, the fruit-grower, and the seedsman, In this country
Charles Darwin wrfs the foremost investigator. And there is still
a good deal more to.be learned,

The arrangement of the families represented by the plains
illustrated follows the author's own system of classification, which
aims at a sequence of increasing specialisation** This is not very

* J, Hutchinson, Families ofFlomrfajt Plants (Macmillan, London),
Vpl 1 (1926), Vol. H (1934),
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